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and superior j for they have conferred the greatest benefits 5
since they are the cause of existence, of food, and education
to their offsjjring* Such a friendship as this contains the
agreeable aJPthe useful, more than that between strangers,
inasmuch as their mode of living is more in common. They
are contained also in the friendship between brothers, as
they are in that between companions : and more so between
the good, and in general between similar people, inasmuch
as they are more connected, and love one another immedi-
ately from their birth; and inasmuch as they are more si-
milar in character, who come from the same stock, and who
are fed together, and educated similarly j and the trial, which
is made by time, is here the longest and most certain. The
duties of friendship are proportional in all other relation ~
ships.

5. Between man and wife friendship seems to exist by
nature; for man is by nature a coupling rather than a po-
litical animal, inasmuch as a family is earlier and more ne-
cessary than a state, and procreation is more common to
animals. To other animals therefore community proceeds
thus far only; but men associate not only for the sake of
procreation, but for the necessaries of life -, for the offices of
man and wife are distinct from the very first, and different.
They therefore assist one another, making a common stock
of their private property. For this reason also the useful
and the agreeable seems to exist in this friendship: it may
also be formed for virtue's sake, if they are good ; for there
is a virtue of each, and they may take delight in this. But
children seem to be the bond -, wherefore those who have
no children, sooner separate 5 for children are a common
good to both, and that which is common, binds together.
But the enquiry how a man is to livie with his wife, and, in
short, a friend with his friend, seems in no respect different
from the enquiry, how justice exists between them: for it
does not seem the same between a friend and a friend, a
stranger, a Companion, and a fellow-traveller.